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April 22, 2004
Contact: Mark Hanson, interim director, UM Practical Ethics Center, (406) 243-6632.
UM TO HOST SECOND ANNUAL ETHICS BOW L
MISSOULA Sixteen teams representing eight colleges and universities from throughout the Pacific
Northwest will gather at The University of Montana on Saturday, April 24, to compete in the
Second Annual Northwest Regional Ethics Bowl.
Preliminary competition begins at 8:30 a.m. in classrooms on the second floor of UM’s
Gallagher Building. Semifinal rounds are scheduled from 2:30 to 3:45 p.m., with the
championship round set for 4 p.m.
Modeled after the national ethics bowl tournament, the regional event features teams of
three to five students defending their positions on controversial ethical issues. This year’s topics
include journalistic responsibility in terrorism broadcasts, fetal homicide laws, genetically
modified foods, underage alcohol consumption, how physicians deal with the terminally ill,
sexual harassment of homosexuals, uniform requirements in business, tampering with evidence,
investigations of private computer files, fairness in college exams and credit cards for college
students.
The teams were given 12 cases in early March and have spent seven weeks preparing
their arguments. Teams are scored by a panel of judges on consistency, clarity and intelligibility,
comprehension of ethically relevant factors, avoidance of ethically irrelevant issues and
-more-
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completeness in analysis. Each team will take part in at least three head-to-head matches.
Along with UM, other teams competing in the tournament are from the University of
Washington, Washington State University, Eastern Washington University, Pacific Lutheran
University, Whitworth College, Montana Tech of UM and Carroll College.
The UM team, dubbed the Sophists, comprises Kelly Kirwan, a senior in sociology;
Oliver Nordlund, a junior in history; Lacy Chaffin, a senior in photojournalism and anthropology;
and Jessica Reynolds, a junior in political science.
All of the days’ matches are free and open to the public. For more information on the
ethics bowl, call Mark Hanson, interim director of the UM Practical Ethics Center, at (406) 2436632.
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